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of their stay was brightened by the accession of two special friends,—Sir James Outram, the Bayard of India,
who was never tired of coming to the house in the Kaw&dees ; and the Hon. Charles Murray (now the
Rt. Hon. Sir Charles Murray, K.C.B.), who had succeeded Coh Barnet as Consul-General, and who from
the moment of his arrival exerted himself in every way to shield Lane from the importunate visits of passing
travellers and to find amusement for my father and uncle, to whom he showed unvarying kindness.
Among the Alexandrians, too, who constantly visited Cairo, Lane had found good friends, especially
in the late Mr. A. C. Harris, Mr. Alexander Tod and his wife, and Mr. and Mrs Batho.
But with these exceptions the society around them was ever on the ebb and flow, as the season for
visiting Egypt went and came again. Of the many travellers who came to see the country, or passed
through it on the way to India, not a few had introductions to Lane, and the acquaintance once made
was not likely to be dropped so long as they remained in Cairo and the Friday receptions at Lane's
house continued. This day, the Sabbath of the Muslims, was set aside for receiving the calls of
his Muslim and other friends, and his wife and sister used to see the Europeans who came, in the
Hareem rooms; so that on this day there was always a double reception. On different Fridays many
of the most distinguished Orientalists of Europe and learned Easterns might be found in Lane's study—
Lepsius, Wilkinson, Dieterici, DAbbadie, Eresnel, Pruner, and others; with Sheykh Mohammad Eiyad,
the Sheykh Bifa'ah, Haggee Hasan El-Burralee, the poet, and other literati of Cairo, who delighted
to converse with the Englishman who had more than once decided the moot-points of the Ulama of the
Azhar; whilst the less exclusively Oriental friends, and the few ladies who visited Cairo, such as
Harriet Martineau, would betake themselves to the other side of the house, where Mrs. Lane and Mrs.
Poole were "at home."
Except on Fridays Lane denied himself to everybody, unless unusual circumstances made the inter
ruption a necessity.

On Sundays he never allowed himself, however much pressed for time, to continue

his week-day work; nor did he like Sunday visitors.

On all other days he devoted himself uncom

promisingly to the preparation of his Lexicon. From an early breakfast to near midnight he was always
at his desk, the long hours of work being broken only by a few minutes for meals—he allowed himself
no more—and a scanty half-hour of exercise, spent in walking up and down a room or on the terrace
on the roof. For six months together he did not cross the threshold of his house ; and during all
the seven years he only once left Cairo, and that was to take his wife and sister for a three days'
visit to the Pyramids. At first he used to devote a short time every day to the classical education
of his nephews, but even this was taken off his hands after a time by the kindness of the Rev.
G. S. Cautley and the ready counsel of Mr. Charles Murray. But Lane continued to direct their
studies, and it was by his advice that the elder devoted himself to the subject of modern Egypt and thus
became a distinguished Arabic scholar, whilst the younger turned his attention to the ancient monuments,
and, twice ascending the Nile and annotating Lane's earliest work, laid the foundations of his
reputation as an Egyptologist.
The Lexicon was indeed begun in earnest.

The first thing to be done was the transcription of

the Taj-el-'Aroos, and for this purpose Lane before leaving England had already consulted Fresnel, who
was then living in Cairo, and who, after careful investigation, recommended the Sheykh Ibraheem EdDasookee for the work.

The copyist must be able to do more than merely write the Arabic character,

it need scarcely be said;

he must understand the original as a scholar, and he must hold such a

position among the learned of Cairo that he can be trusted with the manuscripts from the Mosques.

