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number of attendants, in an open-fronted room (a mak'ad) facing
a court, and, after the day's fasting (it being Ramadan), was
amusing himself by listening to the chanting of a public reciter
of poetry. We entered with an abrupt and consequential manner,
necessary to be assumed on such an occasion ; and the governor
rose to us, returned us the Muslim salutation, and gave up his
own place to me ; for I, having to make the complaint, was fore
most. He handed me the snake of his sheesheh ; and coffee was
brought. I then made my complaint, with an air of assumed
pride, shewed our firmans, which nobody present could read, and
demanded the restoration of my servant and boatman, and the
punishment of the men who had assaulted me ; particularly of
him who had struck me. The ma-moor did not confess that the
servant and boatman had been brought to him that day at Benee
Hasan, which was the case ; but promised that they should be
restored, and that he would soften the feet of the men who had
assaulted me. — On the following morning the servant was
brought and given up to me ; but the persons who brought him
declared to the ma-moor that the boatman had made his escape,
and that the men who had assaulted me had fled. So that I
failed in my object of punishing them and gained but half what
I wished. I found afterwards that the man who struck me was
the sheykh of Benee Hasan : had I known this before, I could
have insisted upon his being punished ; as they could not have
had the impudence to say that the sheykh would run away from
his superior officer.
14th.—Having obtained the liberation of my servant, proceeded
to Mellowee. Remained there the following day.— 15th. Pro
ceeded to Gebel El-Kuseyr. — 17th. Becalmed under Gebel
El-Kuseyr. Towed a little. — 18th. Passed Menfeloot after
sunset.—19th. Arrived at Asyoot at 1 p.m. Proceeded in the
evening.—20th. Passed Aboo Teeg at 1 p.m.—21st. Passed
Akhmeem in the afternoon.—22nd. Arrived at Girga. This
town is much ruined since I was last here : it has suffered much
from the river. Proceeded about noon. Made but little way.
Saw a crocodile.—23rd. Calm. Thermometer 73°. Proceeded by
towing. Approaching the neighbourhood of Farshoot, saw nine
crocodiles together, and shortly after, nineteen more.—24 th. Ar
rived at Hoo at sunset.—25th. To Dishneh.—26th. Saw nine
crocodiles on two sand-banks opposite Dendara. Arrived at Kine
at night.—27th. Passed Kuft at night.—28th. Saw about forty
vultures (most of them rakhams, but many nisrs) on a sand-bank,
in the morning, near the skeleton of a crocodile : afterwards, many
pelicans and cranes. Proceeded a little way by towing, and after
wards by sail.—29th. Last day of Ramadan. Arrived at ElKurneh about 1 p.m.
It was our intention to take up our quarters in a tomb which
had been converted into a convenient dwelling by Mr. Wilkinson
and Mr. Hay. We found Mr. Gosset occupying one apartment of
it : I have taken possession of another apartment, separated from
the former by a low wall with a door ; and Mr. Fresnel has
settled in a tomb just below, which was occupied by Bonomi and
other artists in the employ of Mr. Hay. Our abode is in the Hill
of the Sheykh, overlooking the whole plain of Thebes. A man
named 'Owad has the charge of it ; and Mr. Gosset and I pay him
each 15 piasters a month for his services.
April 3rd.—The Basha has paid a visit to this part of Egypt ;
went as far as Isnaj and has just passed us on his way down.
It is said that he came to inspect the state of the agriculture and
to inquire into the conduct of the local governors ; which he has
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not done. He has caused the villages of Erment to be destroyed ;
and the sheep &c. of all the inhabitants and of strangers who
had sent their cattle &c. thither for pasture to be confiscated ;
because many of the peasants of these villages could not be made
to pay their taxes.
17th.—Good Friday. —A man of this place died to-day of the
plague, taken by wearing the clothes of a Nubian boatman, who
was landed here five days ago, ill of this disease, and placed under
the sycamore at the landing-place to die ; where he did die very
soon after. The man of this place who died to-day was a relation
of my guard ; whom, as he has had intercourse with the family of
the dead man, and, I am told, attended the funeral, I am obliged
to dismiss for a time. Put ourselves in strict quarantine.
M. Mimaut, the French Consul-General, who is staying at Luxor,
put a stop next day to all communication between this side of
the river and the opposite ; but is to send us meat &c. every two
days.
20th.—Another man of this place, a relation of the one abovementioned, and father of Mr. Gosset's guard and water-carrier,
died of the plague to-day, taken by wearing the clothes of the
Nubian boatman.
May 9th.—No more deaths by plague having occurred here, we
gave up our quarantine this day ; having confined ourselves three
weeks. The plague is said to be very severe in Alexandria ; and
becoming so in the metropolis.
June 25th.—The plague is said to have almost ceased in the
metropolis and Alexandria in the beginning of this month. The
French Consul has received intelligence that 75,000 persons have
died by it in Masr ; and that 6000 houses are completely desolated
by this disease, and closed. We sent yesterday to Kine, for a
boat to convey us to Masr,—and Mr. Gosset left yesterday.
Our messengers came back from Kine without having pro
cured a boat; finding the demands for boat-hire very high, on
account of the number of pilgrims on their return from the
Hegaz. We sent again ; and procured a large dahabeeyeh to
convey us to Masr, for 630 piasters ; of which I am to pay half.
30th.—Our boat arrived last night. We embarked to-day, and
commenced our voyage at about 1 p.m.—1st July. Arrived early
at Kine. Went to the remains of Dendara : found the first
little temple destroyed ; a great portion of the portal before the
great temple, and part of the great temple itself, the upper part of
the middle of the east side. In and about the temple were many
fellaheen, hiding themselves, in the fear of being taken to work
in making a new canal, or of being pressed for the army. Two
or three cases of cholera had occurred at Kine : I heard of three
deaths by this disease here: it is said to be also in the Hegaz.
Continued our voyage in the afternoon.—3rd. Arrived at Girga
in the forenoon.—4th. Passed Akhmeem, at night.—5th. Stayed
most part of the day at Gezeeret Shenduweel.—6th. Stopped
at Tahta.—7th. To Aboo Teeg.—8th. Arrived at Asyoot, at
10 a.m.—9th. Arrived at Menfeloot, at 9 a.m. Proceeded at
noon. Menfeloot has lately been much ruined by the inundations,
towards the river.—10th. Passed Tell el-Amar'neh at sunset.—
11th. Passed El-Minyeh after sunset.—12th. To Aboo Girga.
—13th. Passed Benee Suweyf, at night.—14th. Saw the Pyra
mids of Dahshoor in the evening.— 15th. Arrived at Masr el'Ateekah, at 8 a.m. : landed, and took up my abode in my former
house.
A few deaths by cholera have happened in the metropolis and
its neighbourhood. Some persons say that the plague has not yet

