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the next day, and every day, so long as there was anything worth visiting on shore. As a sightseer in
Egypt Lane was indefatigable. He would walk on the hot plain, with the thermometer at 112° in the
shade, till his feet were blistered, and he had to throw himself on his back to relieve them from the
burning of the sand. When there was nothing to take him on shore, he would smoke his pipe on deck,
and watch the people in the villages as he passed, or rest his eyes on the long lines of palms and dom
and nabk trees that fringe the bank. Sometimes a compulsory variety was made by the wind dropping,
when the boatmen would turn out and drag the tow-rope.

Or the boat was kept for days in an un

interesting place by a wind against which towing was vain labour. A sandstorm would now and then
cause an unpleasant diversion, and not only keep Lane in his cabin, but follow him there and fill every
crevice. It was quite another matter, though, with the sand-pillar; which was the work of an 'Efreet, who
stirred up the dust in his flight, and, being an 'Efreet, might be amenable to persuasion. Lane en
countered one of these pillars of sand in one of his walks, and following the instructions of his guide
he accosted the 'Efreet with the cry of "Hadeed" ("iron"), and the sprite passed at a respectful distance.
The modern life of Egypt claimed the traveller's attention no less than the ancient. He visited the tombs
of the Sheykh El-Hareedee and the Sheykh 'Abd-el-Kadir El-Geelanee, and went through the usual cere
monies with a precision in which no Muslim could find a fault; he received the calls of the various
dignitaries on the way with the utmost courtesy, although he was obliged to decline the presents of Abys
sinian girls and nargeelehs which they were fond of offering; and he seldom missed an opportunity of
strolling through an Arab town, or watching an encampment of Bedawees, and learning something more of
the ways of the people.
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At Denderah, near the end of April, Lane met James Burton, and together they suffered from the
Khamaseen winds, and found they could make no drawings nor leave their boats. On the 6th of May the
great Propylseum of Thebes came in view ; on the 15th at Philae, they found Linant, who had left Cairo
a couple of days earlier. After going on to Aboo-Simbel, and then to the Second Cataract, Lane turned
his boat and prepared to descend the Nile. Lane seems to have spent his time during the whole
of this return voyage in drawing and measuring and describing, often sitting under an almost vertical
sun, his thermometer occasionally bursting at 150°, and with no other protection from the scorching heat
than a single tarboosh. At Philae he again found Linant, waiting for the rising of the river to pass the
Cataract, and during the eight days they spent together there Strangways made his appearance, went to
Wadee Halfeh, and then came back to them; and in company with him Lane continued his way down
the river. Seventy-three days (July 30 to October 11, 1826) were spent at Thebes, where he met Hay,
in making a minute survey of the tombs and temples. Here he lived in three different houses. The first
was Yani's house, among the tombs on the western side ; then he moved to a ruined part of the first
propylseum of El-Karnak; and for fifteen days he lived in one of the Tombs of the Kings, for the sake
of its comparative coolness. In the former abodes the thermometer ranged from 90° to 108° in the
shade; but in the Tombs of the Kings it did not rise above 87°.

Coming back to Cairo, Lane went among the people as before, busy in preparing his account of their
manners and customs, and his description of their city. After several months thus spent, he again started
for the Nile, again ascended to the Second Cataract, and stayed forty-one days (November 1 to December 12,
1827) at Thebes, completing his survey of the temples. And, having accomplished the great object of his
travels, having prepared a complete description of Egypt and Lower Nubia, the country and the monuments
and the people, he came back to Cairo in the beginning of 1828, and after a short stay at the capital,
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