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fair way to completion at the house, a small party of Europeans, with Lane among them, made an
excursion to the Pyramids. It was only a flying visit, to take the edge off his ardent curiosity, for he
meant to go again and make careful drawings and measurements. He explored the Great Pyramid, and
then in the night climbed to its summit and enjoyed a sight such as one hardly sees twice in a lifetime.
The cold wind sweeping up the sides, with a sound like the roar of a distant cataract, echoed the weird
feeling of the place and the time, with which the vaguely vast outline of the Second Pyramid, faintly
discernable, and the wild figures of the Bedawee guides were in full harmony. Then the moon rose and
lighted up the eastern side of the nearer pyramid with a magic effect. Two hours more and the sun had
revealed the plain of Egypt, and Lane had been already amply rewarded for the dangers and trouble
of his journey from England by one of the most wonderful views in the world.
After two months spent in Cairo, in the study of the people and their language, and in seeing the
thousand beautiful things that the most picturesque of cities could then show, Lane again visited the
Pyramids, this time for a fortnight, armed with stores and necessaries for living, and with materials
for drawing and surveying, above all the camera lucida, with which all his drawings were made.
He took up his abode in a tomb of an unusually luxurious kind. It had three holes for windows,
and was altogether about eight feet wide by twice as long, with a partition wall in the middle.
Before the door was the usual accumulation of bones and rags, and even whole bodies of mummies :
but the contemplation of these details gave Lane no unpleasant sensations; he merely observed that
the skulls were extraordinarily thick. Into this cheerful habitation the baggage was carried, and though
at first the interior looked "rather gloomy," when "the floor was swept, and a mat, rug, and mattress
spread in the inner apartment, a candle lighted, as well as my pipe, and my arms hung about upon
wooden pegs driven into crevices in the wall,"—the paintings had been effaced long before,—" I looked
around me with complacency, and felt perfectly satisfied." He was waited on by his two servants, an
Egyptian and a Nubian, whom he had brought from Cairo, and at the door were two Arabs hired from the
neighbouring village to guard against passing Bedawees. All day long he was engaged in drawing and
describing and making plans; and then in the evening he would come out on the terrace in front of
the tomb, and sit in the shade of the rock (at Christmastide), drinking his coffee and smoking his long
chibook, and "enjoying the mild air and the delightful view over the plain towards the capital."
"In this tomb I' took up my abode for a fortnight, and never did I spend a more happy time,
though provided with fewer articles of luxury than I might easily and reasonably have procured. My
appearance corresponded with my mode of living; for on account of my being exposed to considerable
changes of atmospheric temperature in passing in and out of the Great Pyramid, I assumed the Hiram
(or woollen sheet) of the Bedawee, which is a most convenient dress under such circumstances; a part
or the whole being thrown about the person according to the different degrees of warmth which he may
require. I also began to accustom myself to lay aside my shoes on many occasions, for the sake of greater
facility in climbing and descending the steep and smooth passages of the pyramid, and would advise others
to do the same. Once or twice my feet were slightly lacerated; but after two or three days they were
proof against the sharpest stones. From the neighbouring villages I procured all that I wanted in the
way of food; as eggs, milk, butter, fowls, and camels' flesh; but bread was not to be obtained anywhere
nearer than the town of El-Geezeh, without employing a person to make it. One family, consisting of a
little old man named Alee, his wife (who was not half his equal in years), and a little daughter, occupied
a neighbouring grotto, guarding some antiquities deposited there by Caviglia. Besides these I had no

